Олимпиадные задания для школьного этапа Всероссийской олимпиады
       школьников по английскому языку для учащихся 7-8  классов.
Part 1. Listening
Listen to the news and choose the correct answer
1. Mrs. Jones … .
A) works in Chester B) didn’t work C) is a burglar
2. Mrs. Jones’ flat was … .
A) attacked B) robbed C) burgled
3. The burglar was tall and … .
A) thin B) athletic C) thickset
4. The man had … .
A) a scar B) a beard C) fair hair
5. The police … the burglar.
A) have arrested B) are still in search of C) do nothing to arrest
6. The height of the tallest man is two meters and … .
A) forty B) fifty C) fifteen
7. Which is correct?
A) They have tried to save the dolphin.
B) They have done nothing.
C) They didn’t use surgical instruments.
8. Mr. Bow … to help the animals.
A) got into the stomachs B) extended his arm C) used surgical instruments
9. The mouths were held open with the … .
A) surgical instruments B) hands C) towels
10. The dolphins are … now.
A) quite well B) still unwell C) feeling better
PART 2
READING

Task 1

Read the text and match sentences 1-8 below with paragraphs A-G of the text.
 
  

1.  Coffee in the New World

2.  The original taste of coffee

3.  A chance discovery

4.  A place for communication

5.  An illegal drink

6.  A long journey to Europe

7.  Growing coffee plants

8.  Different recipes

 

A. Coffee was first found in Eastern Africa in the area we know today as Ethiopia. A popular legend says that one day a man called Kaldi was watching his goats eating grass and leaves. He noticed that after eating berries from a certain bush the goats became very active. Curious, Kaldi tried the berries himself. He found that these berries gave him additional energy. The story quickly spread throughout the region.

 

B. The first coffee berries were transported from Ethiopia to Arabian countries and then they were cultivated in Yemen. From there, coffee travelled to Turkey where coffee beans were roasted for the first time over open fires. The roasted beans were crushed and then boiled in water, creating the drink we enjoy today. Finally, in the seventeenth century coffee arrived in France, Britain and Italy.

 

C. The first coffeehouses opened in Mecca and quickly became popular centres of social and political activity. The government believed that coffee stimulated radical thinking, and the governor even thought it might unite his opposition. As a result, coffee was forbidden in Mecca. The same thing happened in Turkey a century later, when coffee drinkers were severely punished.

 

D. They say, in 1776 the thirteen American colonies adopted coffee as their national drink instead of tea. When the British tried to raise the tax on tea, Americans refused to buy it and switched to coffee. In fact, by drinking coffee Americans demonstrated their political views and their dislike for the British – the famous tea-lovers.

 

E. The Italians drink their espresso with sugar, the Germans and Swiss add an equal part of hot chocolate, the Mexicans prefer it with cinnamon, and the Belgians – with chocolate. Coffee drinkers in the Middle East usually add cardamom and spices. The Egyptians, on the other hand, are extremely fond of pure, strong coffee. They add neither milk nor cream.

 

F. Plain and simple, nothing else. People discovered that if they drank coffee slowly they could taste bitterness, sourness, sweetness and saltiness. For a long time such a taste was new and more than enough. It needed no improvement. Only later did they start experimenting with coffee by adding milk, chocolate, and other flavors. However, nothing can hide the taste of real coffee.

 

G. When the first European coffeehouses opened, they quickly grew into popular places where people played chess, exchanged gossip, sang and danced. Coffeehouses were very popular because anyone could go and enjoy a cup of the drink. The price of a cup of coffee was reasonable. European coffee houses became meeting points for intellectuals, writer
Task 2. 
Read the text and the sentences  below.  True, False or Unstated?
 

Hidden Treasure
One hot summer day in the 1950s, Donna and her cousin Toby, who lived next door, decided to have a little adventure. At the age of six, it seemed a good idea to them. Donna’s mother was working in the garden and Toby’s mother was baking bread in the kitchen to share with their neighbours while it was still warm.

That day, the children were bored and restless and wanted to do something exciting. Toby suggested finding hidden treasure. He thought they would bury Donna’s mother’s rings and later take them out of the ground. It would be like finding treasure. At first, Donna was not sure as she felt it could get them in trouble. But Toby seemed older and wiser, so she agreed.

They knew Donna’s mother kept her rings on the dressing table in her bedroom. She had a beautiful pearl ring and a diamond wedding ring that she wore only for special occasions. So the children thought she wouldn’t miss the rings if they took them for a while. They got upstairs, entered the tidy room, which smelled of the mother’s perfume, and removed the rings from their special box.

Toby put the rings into his pocket and they both ran to the big field where they often played. Toby thought it was an excellent place where nobody would find the rings. They made a hole in the ground with the help of a kitchen spoon and put the secret treasure inside. Soon they heard their mothers calling them for lunch and ran back home. For some unknown reason, they forgot to go back to dig up the rings and to return them to their place.

About a week later, Donna’s mother found out that her rings were missing and was furious. From the look on Donna’s face she guessed the girl knew the truth. So Donna had to tell the whole story of her adventure with cousin Toby. At that moment she realized the seriousness of her crime.

The mother demanded that Donna should show her the place. They went to the field to dig up the rings. Unfortunately Donna couldn't remember exactly where they were buried. They tried several places without success till it was absolutely dark. They kept trying to find the rings for many days but eventually they gave up. Amazingly, the mother forgave Donna. She never scolded her nor even reminded her about the lost rings. She knew that her daughter didn’t mean any harm - she was just a small child and did it for a game. Everyone, however, silently hoped the 'hidden treasure' would be found someday.

Six years later, the field was planted with rows of little pine trees for a Christmas sale. One day, the farmer found a pearl ring in the ground and told a neighbour, who remembered the story of the lost rings. He handed the ring over to Donna’s mother. The discovery made her extremely happy. They started a new search but the other ring was never found.

Many years later Donna noticed her younger sister was wearing the pearl ring. When she asked her mother why she had given it to her sister, she answered, 'Well, I always planned to give my best rings to my daughters some day and you were supposed to get the diamond wedding ring!'
9. Donna and Toby were relatives.

10. It was Donna’s idea to hide her mother’s rings.

 11. The rings were the only two pieces of jewellery Donna’s mother had.

 12. Donna and Toby hid the rings outside the house.

  13. It was Toby who told Donna’s mother about the hidden rings.

 14. The mother punished Donna for the lost rings.

 15. Toby helped to look for the rings too.

 16. Donna’s sister received the mother’s pearl ring.

 

PART 3

USE OF ENGLISH

Read the text below and choose the correct word for each space. For each question,

mark the correct letter A, B, C 
The Simpsons are … (1) Americans. It is a soft-satirical parody. The family consists … (2) five people: Homer, the father, who likes alcohol; Marge, the 
mother, who has blue hair; Bart, a schoolboy; Lisa, who goes to school too and Maggie, the lovely baby. She doesn't talk. They all love animals. Their favourite TV show … (3) called "The Itchy and Scratchy show”. It … (4) a parody on "Tom and Jerry” where a cat and a mouse … (5) each other, but Itchy and Scratchy are much … (6) violent.

The show is set in the fictional town of Springfield, and makes … (7) many aspects of the human condition, as well as American culture, society … (8) a 
whole, and television itself. The Simpsons was an early hit for Fox and won several major awards. The Simpsons … (9) cited as an influence on many animated sitcoms.
… (10) its debut on December 17, 1989, the show has aired 403 episodes over 19 seasons. 2007 marks the 20th anniversary of The Simpsons. A feature-length 
film, The Simpsons Movie, was released worldwide by July 27, 2007.

1) A. animated B. an animated C. animate

2) A. at B. from C. of

3) A. was B. is C. will be

4) A. is B. has C. were

5) A. hurt B. hurts C. hits

6) A. much B. than C. more

7) A. fun of B. laugh at C. fun at

8) A. is B. as C. like

9) A. has been B. have been C. will

10) A. When B. At C. Since

PART 4
Writing

 
 
An English friend of yours called James gave a party yesterday, which you enjoyed.

Write a letter to send to James.

In your letter you should

· thank him for the party

· say what you liked best

· suggest when you could both meet again.

 Write 80-100 words.
